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On publication of “The Experiences of that Day Will Open Up the Future”
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ST EFEAETHZEEFRRERARITRES £ER
Chairwoman 2025 International Friendship
Exchange Executive Committee

It is my great pleasure to write a few words in this commemorative booklet for our international
exchange program.

Ten years have passed since the start of the international exchange program for junior high school
students between Kuki City and Roseburg, Oregon, in the United States. The primary goal of this
homestay exchange has always been to deepen mutual understanding and foster the growth of the
children who will shape our future.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we were limited to online exchanges for several years. Last year,
however, we were finally able to resume in-person visits after a five-year hiatus. The students from
Kuki who were sent to Roseburg took their invaluable experiences to heart. This year, they warmly
welcomed students from Roseburg as their host families.

Among the chaperones, there was one who had participated in this program as a student. The
experience of being welcomed as a student inspired them to become a teacher, and now they have
returned to Kuki as a chaperone. | was deeply moved to see how the circle of exchange has
expanded across generations.

To all the host families, | am sure you experienced new discoveries and joys during the 11 days of
the program. Children grow tremendously as they encounter a new culture and try to overcome
language barriers. | hope this experience will be a stepping stone toward their future dreams and
goals.

| sincerely hope this program continues for many years to come and that the Japanese and American
students who participate grow into individuals with a global perspective who can contribute to their
respective communities.

Finally, | would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone involved in making this program a
success and to all the families who opened their homes to welcome the students.
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Schedule

DatEl({J-J;T) ff'z noa Schedule

Day 1 (ZENA] [Arrival Day]

July 15 | 16:00 [EHRIRINEREEREENRIE (HAS23(E) Arrival at Narita Airport (Flight HA 823)
17:30 |GHREMA R EEREEE HH Departure from Narita to Kuki
19:00 |RAREQEREES (BErIntrtys- -) Kuki Students & Host Families Gather at Washinomiya-Nishi Community Center
19:30 |RAREEHE (B=mHI112709- ) Meeting Host Families
20:00 [#87T. BEZAREA Go to host family homes

Day 2 #®A | [FRER] ASTHEEE—RICETR [The School Experience Day] Attending school with host student

July 16 /

AEHER (Kuki JHS)

KERAFER (Taito JHS)

EEHER (Shobu JHS)

BEHER (Washinomiya JHS)

B=HRHP¥R (Washinomiya Higashi JHS) )

AENER (KukiKitaES) ... 51ZEERF - #88 (Chaperones visited classes and had a

school lunch)
N /

~

Day 3 [FTARRE - #hix] [Exploring Kuki City and Welcome Party]
July 17 850 ([A=mRfT && Meet at Kuki City Hall
9:00 |FRHREAR Courtesy Visit
9:30 [FERE Visit City Council Chambers
10:00 | AFER%E Tour of Main Building
(O=ZAN=F2—F—, AXEEF) (Roseburg comer, archives, etc.)
10:30 |AZEMRFIATE HH Leave Main Building of Kuki City Hall
10:45 | ES—J1EH (BR) Lunch & Shopping at Mallage in Shobu
1430 (E5—V1E#H HH Leave Mallage
15:00 |#tERE RBE Visit Local History Museum in Washinomiya
16:00 |B=#i R% Explore Washinomiya Shrine
17:00 |Bodis (B=EFI1Z7(tus- 6i-I) Welcome Party (Washinomiya-Nishi Community Center)
18:30 |Bie. FREX End of Party
Day 4 (R - BRRZE) %O—XN—7 i 0# | [Exploring Kuki city and Hanyu City] *Only Roseburg Team
July 18 9:00 (A=TEFT && Meet at Kuki City Hall
9:30 |BERINEHEEASEHEE RE Visit Kuki Fire Station
11:30 |RELT. EBTHEVI—ALEH Head to Shobu Administrative Center
12:00 |EETREYY— " 30747L 1-0- (BR) Lunch at the Shobu Admin. Center Volunteer Bureau
O—XAN=J31—F—, xZFE LE RBRF Check Out Roseburg Corner and Seiroku Honda Exhibit
13:30 |BMNPEHE CREm) ALFE Leawe for Hanyu
14:00 |EER{AER (RMNPEMHE) Indigo Dye Experience / Aizome in Hanyu
15:30 |#87. AZMRAAIALH Return to Kuki City Hall
16:00 |2AZEmI&Fr ZIE. BREX Wrap Up for the Day
XAERITEDY *Enjoy Kuki Lantern Festival in the Evening




DatEl({JTST) fﬂ nooa Schedule
Day 5
July 19
Day 6 g - . .
iy 20 #H ZARECGACT Family Holiday
Day 7
July 21
Day 8 (hsRERTIRS 1 A FELEHE - BiRE] [The Tree Planting Ceremony and Vist Urawa]
July 22 8:15 |A=m&m &5 Meet at Kuki City Hall
8:30 |EkERTHIRIE 0B ESLSMERE (AEHRELEAE) |Tree Planting Ceremony at Kuki Culture Center
9:20 |§&7T. ShEBYIEALR Head to Railway Museum
10:10 |#hEEyE RE Railway Museum - Saitama City
10:30 (SREIA S VG TOI T L (1097H) Railway Diorama Program (10 minutes)
10:40 |BRHTH) Free Time
11:00 (BR (FEHR>0 2 - 8Rt) Lunch (Ekiben)
11:30 |EH1TE Free Time
12:30 |$hEfEYE HH Leawve Railway Museum
1310 (OvTHHULOER (O TENTIES) RE Visit Lotte Okashi (Sweets) School
15:00 |BFHET. MEGAR Y » Fik—TEABEAEF  |End of Program, Leave for Next Location
15:30 [MEGAR Y - FR—TEHE (HLEEA) Mega Don Quijote - Hasuda (souvenirs, shopping, etc.)
17:00 |AZEMHEFIALR Leawve for Kuki City Hall
17:30 (A= EIE. fRE Arrive at Kuki City Hall, Return Home with Families
Day 9 (EBEE) [Enjoy Nagatoro]
July 23 9:00 |AE=m1RAT &5 B Meet at Kuki City Hall, Depart for Nagatoro
10:30 |R@o 1 UTY (R ikE) Nagatoro River Cruise
11:30 [S4 U FYVIRT., EEFER River Cruise Ends, Spend Time Around River
12:30 | RHLREABH) Head to Furusawa-en BBQ Area
13:00 |BB (EBSRE /N\—AR*1-) Enjoy BBQ Lunch at Nagatoro Furusawa-en
14:30 (FEEIBADEYEABE Move to Saitama Museum of Natural History
14:.45 |BEEVBROEYE BF Explore the Museum
15:45 |AEMRFIALR Deptart for Kuki City Hall
17:30 |AEmMEr EIE. BRE Arrive at Kuki City Hall, Return Home with Families
Day 10 (BRINZE] [Farewell Party]
July 24 B |ZARES BT Spend Time with Host Families
17:00 |BRINEZAIHRE (B=EHI1t i-1) Gather for Farewell Party (Washinomiya-Nishi Com. Cen.)
17:30 |BFihe & Farewell Party Starts
19:00 (Fie. fREX Farewell Party Ends
Day 11 (GE0]=) [Departure Day]
July 25 12:30 |B=@I11s7t9- &5 Gather at Washinomiya-Nishi Com. Center Volunteer Bureau
13:00 |EHREE £F Roseburg Team Departs
15:00 |pREERZEE ZIE Arrival at Narita Airport
18:25 |FHERZEAZLFE (HAB24E) Departure from Narita Airport to the U.S.(Flight HA824)
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Tuesday, July 2214, 2025, Tree Planting Ceremony



A=mERFET (Kuki Student 1)

SEICHEEICBMUT,. BONT XU AITIT2ZHOREUVEESZEUEBDIZENT
TFHUZ. BIRIRIOK ZENTERN 2727 XU AEBARDIUEDEZWIH UL<K DL
CEMTERY, M ERAITBHRESTAEETRELRZY LT, BULOHBTUL
o ALVEALAYVIC (O—XN=THERET) ICEZTELMADEL. DUDERRM
RHFE—HIAC T ZENTITEETUR | BskiedicO—XN\N—=2J(247> T (O—
AN—=THEFET) [CRVITSFET !

Participating in this program gave me insights different from what | learned when |
visited America before. | gained new perspectives on cultural differences between the
US and Japan that | hadn't noticed last time, and spent ten intense days guiding locals
around and conversing extensively in English. Above all, | was thrilled to see (Roseburg
Student 1) again after so long, and felt truly happy spending time together, even if it was
just for a little while! I will absolutely go to Roseburg someday to visit (Roseburg Student
1)!

O—XN\—2Jm4%E4# 1 (Roseburg Student 1)

AEMZHINZZEE. RHICREBESUWVERTUZ, ER53bICiN. LWLl &
[T T D& FETERYEZEERBVE T, SRIDKRTCEHE>IZARIEE. Ihfzb6Z2&
TERIITEN<BZTINE Uz, BODIEBEDGFEZELNSEATINTLVEC
EDMEHOTET, FNEFICELT, ETEXRYRZETURR. BSIEFZEEZHKA
TRIGATOEYIEE I ENTIT > T<NT, BEOXMEICDWVWTEY, R3ZENTETHK
HICRBES UND72TY, LW &ICH T Dz /o1, IRt TORREIEAS(C
BUNDETT, COXBETOTS LK. BOEEUIEVWERBSAICHITITHULE
T, AYICEERARTLU .

Getting to go to Kuki city was a really amazing experience. | think that it's really
important to get to experience different cultures and try new things. The people we got
to meet on this trip were so kind and welcoming to us, that was a really important thing
for me, because it showed that they were excited for us to be there too. They took us to
a lots of different places and museums where it was really cool for us to learn and see
about their history/culture. Everyone had the opportunity to try new things and was so
much fun to be there. | would definitely recommend this exchange to other willing to try
it, it is so worth it.




A=MERE2 (Kuki Student 2)

CDTOTSLIZBINTI2C &0, AYICREHHUET, FEFETHRICANTUEL.
BUNDTEDTIN, SEFBNTSINTDICENTETHUR,.

B, 2T ANDIFRNZEEEBVTEVWTUEVE LA, BH—EISBZ L TLL
S35IC, EICENTERLLDITETHEEULN DT,
VHIZSEWVICBERUTLWEUEN, FARAEEBNTLSSE, EREEXY. C0Ox
FFo&—HEICLWWEBWE U,

HRNDBIFETERUNDETIN, RFEFLEZADDTEDHETIC, REEHH
UCCTEERIUSENTEDRLDICULTHTEVWER>TUVET,

I'm truly grateful to have been able to participate in this program. Last year | was
disappointed when | didn't get selected in the lottery, but this year | was finally able to
join.

At first, | was surprised to hear the host child was an elementary school student, but as
we spent each day together, it felt like I'd gained a little brother, and | was very happy.
We were both nervous on the first day, but as we gradually got used to each other, we
grew closer, and | found myself wishing we could stay together forever.

The day we parted was very sad, but since we'll meet again next year, | want to study
English until then so we can have many more conversations.

O—XN\—=7m4%E#E2 (Roseburg Student 2)

MESBRVWREE RSB IDIE. ETEFERULE U, TLUT, BKONRFEZEFEA
EEIRNCE. TEUTRRA NI SH—HDILVARFLTHDZZENMDNY, T5IC
RRICRYFE Uz, TE. THREDET ONMUKODEICBY XU, RIEEENET
HHUT, BHA<SBRIANTNEERUE U, S—AVERSTABA, RA KT
SH - ETAT - LTHEY, BEEMICEITTH U, wmIFFICIIRR b —hNIL)
TWELUTZe FRR TEONEZ5VWWRERDTVET,

| was very nervous to stay with a family | didn’t know. Then | found out they really didn’t
speak English and my host brothers was four years older than me, which made me
even more nervous. But after a day, | felt much better. The whole family was very nice,
made me feel welcome. We ate so much ramen. | played video games with my host
brothers. We even went to an amusement park. My host mom even cried when we left. |
hope | can go back again.

m;(cd !
pAIN 52 EIN
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AEMERE3 (Kuki Student 3)

TV IREERDPRICEDATEC, ETCEFRRS VLWKEEAS I ZENTETEL
oo TUYIEREIFIETEHERULLS, WOEICIONT, FLEBEELLS. WAWARERIC
BICBEATLETWVWR Uz, RECTEXICIT > 22 &k —£DRWVWHTT, LWDOh\
BRE7PA)AO-IN-TZXZRULTHZVE, B TEIBVR U,

Having Mr. Eric visit our home was a truly wonderful experience. He was incredibly kind,
always smiling, polite, and answered all our questions thoughtfully. Our family trip to
Nikko will be a lifelong memory. It made me want to visit Roseberg, Oregon again
someday even more strongly.

A=MEFE4  (Kuki Student 4)

R—LRTADRIFTANFIE, SEPEENENIDTRFRFLURLED, —H#EICT
[FAZEBATZYEMITZY LT, RARAMPEISENE LR, SEVDENDZ EZHX
BOTC. ETEEUNDETT., BLKETULEN, BEDLSICENTO NULAI D
TY, CORBREBLT, TOLHAEDERCLZMUEZVWEBS&&6(C, O—X
N=TICBT2THEVRFENLUBEY KU,

Before hosting the homestay, | was nervous because of the language and lifestyle
differences, but we gradually became friends by eating meals together and going out.
We taught each other about our countries, which was really fun. Even though it was a
short time, | was happy we became like friends. Through this experience, | want to learn
more about foreign languages and cultures, and my desire to visit Roseburg has grown
even stronger.




Eric Fullerton
(Roseburg Sister Cities, Inc. Student Exchange Program Coordinator & Vice President, Chaperone)

O—XAN—JHZEEZRODI—T 14 R2—9—EUTC2EBZERKRZ, O—XN—=JHER
EMEDRANEIRLU TOWBERZHDHZYICTERZC EIE. CDLERVIHERTT,
B RICAZEZ LSS, 2OTOTIALIFEVRERE >TLWET, £ALEIC
EOTEIM., STIICVVBEERBICE>TEEN. FUTEKRRDZEEZBAELL
MNO2TVET, TNETNDORRNIE. BRIJRITICEEXSR, EEDOHREZRUET,
wolFBE. FEFD. TUTEXMLEDKGHGREN) EBAHET,

FELEENK, FU, KIEEBOZRZR VS E, INSOBRIT—BERREDTIER
<. NMHSEFRUTWEETHBDCEEXWOHTERUET, fhflzBld. ZIFE
MBS ETRUICREEHL. CothEEVET, CDIN—bFT—2 v TR, FTEDHERIC
EAVREL—Y 30 ESZHKITRICEEZEEL. XRADHFEEZWICIEWL T,

It has been an incredible privilege to finish my second year as the Roseburg Student
Exchange Coordinator and having the ability to witness the exchange between
Roseburg and Kuki City come to life. Just as we planted a tree together, this program
has deep roots—formed by the students who came before, nurtured by those who are
here today, and stretching toward the students who will join in the years ahead. Each
exchange shapes our youth in ways that go far beyond travel: they gain confidence,
curiosity, and a lasting sense of connection across cultures.

Watching our students laugh, learn, and form friendships reminds us that these bonds
are not temporary—they are branches that will continue to grow. We leave with
gratitude for the hospitality we’ve received, and with hope for the future, knowing that
this partnership will keep inspiring generations to come!
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AEMERES (Kuki Student 5)

SENZIFTANT—HINRICFEHOLDIE, FAlSITOPAS QRHERETIE R, BYOEFZ—HIOAS
BRIETYT, —HICHIIFAZEAN, ZRICITS. YTRBRAZEBRENSEEUEREE. & TEXRTR
BOHICRYF LR, FhEESFE, ’%@@?S?E@%l:&l'flnfﬁbb\ibto FREDIEMWTE, &
TEEULMDETT | EEVPXIEDEVNZBA TRVGW. BITE5HT. BRZ#HAE E'Fb\,*ib)i
L/to 357—-_\ g{" _C@KDE%:'IELJ_C 335<{§Z_78~<_C:E) {KZ&DK:.D%U?:,L.\L\’("U_Cﬁb
CENTEF U, SEDERBNSHPRLGODEAETDREES. ﬁ’c\?ilTT*Tﬁ‘fﬁ’&Cﬂb‘va
KEIZLTWERZWTY,

The most memorable thing about this exchange program wasn't the special trip or any big event, but the
fact that we were able to spend our daily lives together. The time we spent together eating breakfast, going
to school, and talking over dinner has become a very precious memory. Last year, | was hosted in the
home of one of the exchange students. | was so happy to be able to meet them again! Our friendship
across borders deepened as we laughed and helped each other, overcoming differences in language and
culture. Also, through conversations in English, even when we weren't fluent, we were able to
communicate through the enthusiasm and consideration to communicate. | would like to continue to
cherish the friendships | made across the ocean with my friends in Kuki City that | became close to through
this experience.

O—XN\—Jm4%fE3 (Roseburg Student 3)

AARZHN TRAICK[IOVWZEKRRENC &1, BRDZEEBTOZETUR, BRAZEIC, NS0y DI
A2, KTE-EfR (VIvhTawa) Be<TABRSNTVELUE, BICEDT. LARS WP
FNEANFZMOBAITE, AUEIDIBREDMESN TV EICRITHELEZ, BHRIZEWZIENY D
DI RTOEERD,. DRZEFVE Uz, CABREVVEREBNRINIERSRNERS ERL<ED
o TY, O—XAN—TJXUET>& bOEAINBFTETTLUR, BIEUER, RAST7IU—lF&
TEBUSHBATINE Uz BEREDIIIARTHEL TN, 55@5@?&?6%@[&?5}1&
U7z XEDEWVWE, ZNIFERT<HYFEATUE, TEH. BERFT > EFRT, SitHEIEET.

Bo#h 2 TLBAED L ARIFHBELS, BEHBEETDAELSH O/ZTT, RER., HTFHEDEZ
BT ONAET. STEBEENTOVSHELTLENET ..., 7'FL\0)35‘ ICAVDT DM ETVAL
JTUTY, ERATHRRIN—YEEDT, TNEIFT—IIHNFEULE, &, FIAL—LEEN—F
FYCEHRUN S TT | —BEFE. RCEABEXL, ZUTEICH<RTAAIFSTUR | A%

TREDFEBRTURZ, CORRIC—ERFHL, RUTENFEA, %‘)b\til‘&'b\i UTzo —BAWHE
BOFRAST 7 —, RICERY XL, ZLTEICHKETHRETLUE | AET—HEREBESL

L\ﬁl%ﬁf‘\br:o _IZ-EE.E\%‘JLJ\ 5;&bT/u\n35-u—/Uo %Ub\tik__ ‘\;\35 LJf—Co

The first most interesting thing | noticed when | visited Japan started on the Japan airlines. They had a lot
of small packaged cloth with water or something on them that was handed out to everyone in the plane.
Later on, | realized they gave those same things to people in restaurants and other places | went. The
overall experience of just landing there in Japan brought me to tears, mostly because | was sad I'd ever
have to leave such a beautiful place. It was way more tropical than in Roseburg. My family treated me so
sweetly when | arrived. They provided me with all the things that | needed and were very kind and
supportive in every way possible. The different culture was not much of a shock at all to me. It was much
cleaner, nicer streets, less intoxicated people, more respectful people, and lots of bowing. It was hard to
break out of the habit of bowing once | got back, and still now | do it accidentally in a store or something....
ONE of my favorite things was the 7/11 because we could go inside and get frozen fruit which we could
put in their blending machine. Also, the chocolate tofu bars there were delicious!!! | loved my family there
the most, food and culture second, and just everything!!! It was the best experience | ever could've been
gifted with and | will be forever grateful for it and never ever forget it. Thank you.




AE=MEFE6 (Kuki Student 6)

SEL [FUHTR—LRATAICSIMUT, [EUDIIMABRLIZCENBRVDTRFRFFL
FU. TNERDRISETC<NEAFETERBULLT, DT ENTERRUE,
TLTO—XAN=THDBPXIEREEHNE Uz, & THERU S TRENL10BE &L
S, RVEAEZZ SZDICKENBE<RERU R UTze SARICEELVDIC, SRINOEE
ML BERBERVVWTFEFSICRY KX UTze RTKNTEADSHEICSTANDIEIC
DLWTHIN, Z2LDYWE<NFEUTce COR—LXTAFFLICEDT, ETERWTE
TUTze BMULTRNM D REBVET, FEHICHUNRESTTVH U,

This was my first time participating in a homestay, and at first | was nervous because |
had never experienced it before. However, the people who came to my home were very
kind and made me feel at ease. | also got to learn about the food and culture of
Roseburg. It was so much fun that even though it was a long 10 days, time seemed to
fly by. Even though it was so much fun, | felt sad when it was time to say goodbye. |
learned so much from the people who came, and they gave me so much. This
homestay was a very good event for me. I'm glad | participated. Thank you so much.

5|2 & (Chaperone)

FTF>EAARAEICHETIN, BEUTEFE U, SEOTOT S LK. FOXILIC

EDRUEBENBDERLERUWEESTUR, HZEL. THROBNETIIRSNZRWVLD
REMERFL. HAANDFREES B I &E. FUCOEmTE. FUTLDOETEREE
HREERT Uz, HE 2T AXIIE., ENIZT<NELE. HILLWEZHFERT DD
(2. SOTOTILICBMT D ELULICERBS UVDLWAEIIZEZSNE A,

I've always been in love with and fascinated by Japanese culture. This was a unique
opportunity for an immersive experience in that culture. Touring the city, seeing sites no
average tourist would be able to see, and living with a Japanese family was exciting
educationally and emotionally. Everyone | met was warm and welcoming. | could think
of no better way to experience a new country than being part of this program.

T 12223 A A AN N 8 8 8 0 8 0L ELEEESES
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AEMERFET7 (Kuki Student 7)

ENXEFEHEEINTLTLR, LML, BERICEERELTLW<HAT (O-X
N=T0HEE4L) DDLU ARIVICEDB THBERERTHPOSYELTINEZDT, &
WEATEETET CEPNREULSRY R Uz, 1ERVHICEODTVSDE—HEICY /&
UZEBTY . BRET XU NET/ DIV—IVIE—HLRDTYT <ICEEY LMY BELEU E
U7ze TUT, FBRDRICADTINT, 4HESTIEKELVZFEETEVVWRWVNET
9, 1AM, H2EVWSET (O—XAN—=JHERE4) ERMGREZ—H#ISBITET
FETUR, KRETAVANTLONENBEULATY

At first, | was worried about whether | would be able to speak well. However, as we lived
together every day, (Roseburg Student 4) spoke slowly and in simple words that
suited my level, and | gradually began to enjoy speaking in English. My most
memorable experience was playing Uno together. The rules of Uno are the same in
Japan and US, so we quickly got into it and played every night. She also liked fireworks,
and we had fireworks for four days, which is a fond memory. The 11 days flew by, and |
was so happy to have spent such a wonderful time with (Roseburg Student 4) . I'm
already looking forward to going to U.S. next year.

O—XN\—2Jm4%#E4 (Roseburg Student 4)

CORBMBZRIFETERUNDETT, EEDEEBZENRVWKERICG>IZEBVWERT
FASFFICERPABDEBEHNTICAY LUK, BERIE. RENIVIND MMFyvFo
AR—AEEIMEA LY, RS EFEOTICHEE UIZY TR FERDCEMNTE
FUL, £z, BYECHHTIE. BERODERICDODWVWTEZLDIEEEN, aHhUPT
<EBAINTWEHRUZ. BAYIDOZLIIISHTTUEMN, ENEETEERKRULNDET
I IRARIPIN—EBIURHRT—BREUNDEZDIE. T4 —F—INN—DTEAT
EI;L;_QI:—%%I:TEK’E?%)G)E;%L/%FL/E | HRTOIRIFETHERULL,, fm&lci

o

| liked this exchange trip a lot. | think it was a very good way to learn about a different
country's customs, and | especially liked the school and bathing routines. At home there
| got to see how families make good use of compact kitchen spaces and accomplish
laundry tasks without using a clothes dryer. Also, the museums taught a lot of the
history of Japan, as did the shrines, and were presented in an easy way to understand.
Many foods we ate were new to me, but it was all very good. My favorite day with my
host family was playing at the water park and | also looked forward to lighting fireworks
off with them in the evenings! This trip to Japan was very fun and educational.
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AEMERES (Kuki Student 8)

RIFSEDZIFTANERZEBL TEUD D22 EN2DHYFTT,
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There are two things | enjoyed most about this program.

The first was spending time with my family. We went to places like the Tokyo Skytree

and the Pokémon Center, and sightseeing in Asakusa.

The second was gaming. We became friends while playing smartphone games together.
(Roseburg Student 5) 's level is higher than mine, so he taught me a lot of things.

| was worried about the language barrier, but we quickly got over it. I'm not very good at

speaking English, but | worked hard and was able to communicate what | learned in

class. I'm going to continue to study English hard.

O—XN\—2Jm4%E##ES5 (Roseburg Student 5)

AOZFIE (O—XN—=THEFES) T, 135 . BEAKRICITOZOTIN, A
S TREDRICHRYFELR, £9. BMTTORITEZRY 1258, DT IVERIC
BOnxEURZ, ITHRIT>ETIFICVWBREIOIBT[ATUEN., ENTEITM@EILD
VDFEUE, RERVERDCENTETC. macllfze TUTRAM I 7IU—&—#E
[CERRICIT>T. —HUFEUze ROV =D S RERORRODERIE. BHATRE
HRT—BRBESUNDZTT, TNHHS. HUTLWBDELD TE<ES>HtEBFICETS
FUTze ETHEREUVWIRTUR, XET<#shENIE. SLTEEBEIC400RIIVLLE
FEoTEVWWERBWET | #ERFICEIBULRVIKRTT |

My name is (Roseburg Student5) and | am 13. | recently went to Japan, | had THE
BEST TRIP OF MY LIFE. First, when we got off the plane to Japan, | got hit by a
gigantic wave of humidity. It felt like a constant sauna on the trip, but it was still worth it.
| got see a lantern festival which was super cool. | went to Tokyo during host family time
and stayed the night. We say Tokyo at night in the SkyTree, a night view which was the
best thing in Japan | saw. We went to a shrine and temple which are similar but very
different by the way. It was a super fun trip, | would go again and spend another $400+
on souvenirs and food again if | went! DO THIS TRIP YOU WON'T REGRET IT!
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AZEHEFE9 (Kuki Student 9)

RTANER. RISMNRNERUTZEREN<TABYET, IIHTR2LEER
FRUCHOIRYREDPHBARETATU Rz, TEH. HSLTEEZ U SR EAR LT,
ROBIF—HEICFERICITE XUz, SELESITE HUESEULTWBERERTEL
<BRYFULR. REBRYTUSITICHHBLEZY . EATHRUFEDERZIREE
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FE. BBDBBQTIRILF—ZHaLELZ. HoEVWIEE2TZIFEMMNREY .

BEVDXIEZEMND CEMNTETEN DT,

There were many memorable events during my time here. When we first met, | was
nervous and didn't have much to talk about. But after exchanging souvenirs, we became
closer. The next day, we went to school together. Even though we spoke different
languages, | was happy to see them trying their best to have fun. We tried our hand at
the lantern festival and enjoyed the festival atmosphere at the food stalls. On our days
off, we went on train trips and it was fun to come home with lots of souvenirs. We also
experienced the Railway Museum and Nagatoro, where we did business together. It
was very hot on the river boat ride, but we refueled with a BBQ at lunchtime. Time flew
by, but we were able to deepen our bond and learn about each other's cultures, which
was great.
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A=MERE T 0 (Kuki Student 10)

O—XN=—THEDFEZIREFRER T, BREBATREZRUBNLZERNET,
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Through the friendship exchange program with the city of Roseburg, | feel like | have
found a friend beyond our borders. When she first passed by, | was so happy | jumped
for joy. She loved to scream, and would often scream at the top of her lungs with her
brother at home. Now, when | see the cushion she used to sit on, | feel a little sad. If |
were to meet her somewhere, | would probably be so excited | would hug her.

O—XN\—=Jm&RE6 (Roseburg Student 6)

HARTORIEREICERETCLUEZ | 2DODEGBDIRA T 7I)—([OAXDZENTER
DT, AYICFETU, RAFIKETULURED, ES5DREEARGICKFSICRY R
UTzo EE5DRBFEETERUIT, TITHBRATZERUEX U, BRGBEBAYZR
TDEEULNDOIETT, BADFERILKEICERONDEBVXT, EOBEEEKL
<T. BCEFEINMAZERTVNSONEZADNERRBDIEEHYXRLEN, EN
TEVWDEEKRULMNDETY | BRTERISGEDTZOEARHICE UL D7ZTT ., BED
FREFEGEDTVRULEN, ETEEUNDETT, Z<TAKL, =ITAFEU.
TUTHINZEITBRIEIASICEUN D TT, BDOTIELHBYEFEATULE !

My trip to Japan was AMAZING!! | was so lucky because | got to stay with TWO different
host families, which was hard at first, but | really loved both families. Both families were
super nice and made me feel like | belonged right away. | loved trying all the different
foods—seriously, | think | could eat Japanese noodles forever. Every meal was
delicious, and sometimes | didn’t even know what | was eating, but it was always good!
Going to school in Japan was really cool too. It was so different from school back home,
but also really fun. | laughed a lot, learned a lot, and was really sad when we said
goodbye. | didn’t want it to end! 17




A=MERET 1 (Kuki Student 11)

MR—LRXATAZRBLUT, EFEROERLVETSICHhERDONLEKUKXLEZ, D
DEREDEEEHY T UM, BIRY CEHRLREETCIFHESZLAD LN TE, B
D ERZERERLUE Uz, 10BREEVSBVERETULED, BINOEICIERNLESIFER
BIELS, FERELBRUED EHRTEDBRERIFTZCEHAFTEICELHLD7ZTT,
D SEEBERY BLVERIC Y XU AICEVITITERT |

Through the homestay, | felt that our relationship had deepened even more since we
met last year. Although there was a slight language barrier, | was able to communicate
my feelings with gestures and simple English words, and | realized how much | had
grown. Although it was only a short time, 10 days, | was so sad to say goodbye that |
cried, and | was so happy that we had built a relationship that allowed us to promise to
meet again in the future. | will keep in touch and will definitely visit US!

O—XN\—=7m4%#E7 (Roseburg Student 7)

HARITIEAHSICRS CLUE ! (REMSMERET 1) SAECHREDEIAE—HEIC
BEULERULEN, BTAETERYTEN<BZITINELZ, T<ICREND—EIC
BolzL5RTRICRY, BENERYIZEUN DR TYT ., ABTIEAHICHBURISAT T,
BERI 2ONMARFETLR | —BOBVWHIE, (REWSWMERFE11) &509271
2T A4 INICIT27CETY,, GHRNBKREZEC. (O—XN=Jm&ERET1) & (X
EMSMEFE1) EE—OBIITENTEFL UL, BEBOERTLUE | BEEEST
%7{:0 L ERKTOTIALIZBMULT, £LARICKEZWTT, EOIEHABRELVT

My trip to Japan was AMAZING!! | stayed with (Kuki Student 11) and her whole family,
and they were so nice and welcoming. | felt like part of their family right away, and every
day was so much fun. Kuki City is such a cool place—I loved exploring it! One of my
favorite memories was going to the Lantern Festival with her. | got to wear traditional
clothes and hang out with (Roseburg Student 1) and (Kuki Student 1) as well. It
was the BEST night ever! The food was also incredible. | really wish | could stay in the
program longer and visit again. | already miss Japan so much!
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AZEMERFET 2 (Kuki Student 12)

(O—XN—=THERFES) [FRIUSLTEERF >TETINEDOTIN, T ITR—=ILS
S5L\DERED. PFRDELBIRICIEETEESTHE U, £ PTEOEKE—2VXT
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EERZEICR>IESIATO—XAN=JI27E. (O—XN—=TUMHERFES) IT8LE
WTY,

(Roseburg Student 8) brought us lots of souvenirs, including candy the size of a golf ball
and a homemade cutting board that really surprised us. We also played a game using
the Beans we brought back as souvenirs, and my dad tried the "burnt tire" flavor.
Despite how awful it was, he enjoyed it the most! During the school experience, we
experienced local performing arts and classes, and (Roseburg Student 8) seemed to
enjoy it very much. | also taught him how to use chopsticks, and by the end, he was able
to use them skillfully, which surprised me. (Roseburg Student 8), please come to Japan
again to eat your favorite sushi. When | become a university student, I'd like to go to
Roseburg by myself and meet (Roseburg Student 8).

O—XN\—2Jm%E4#8 (Roseburg Student 8)

HERADKIIERE UL (AEMERET 2) TADCKEE—REITBC BRI &3,

BEaDBVWEHD—DTT, EN<GEZTLLETY, X3 THRED—EIZR>IELOIBK
DICRYFELUR, E<TADHFULLWEBAYZR LY. BARDERZ—HEFEERLEZY U
FUE | BROBE TATZEEI DT HYFE LU, BADSVF ($EB) (IR
SNFREIFE<EBVIUL, £RHELEBIFHBETREZUL VX UL, RYPIFFERVE
LD, ETEEULNOETT,

SEIDKRITDINA 54 bD—2I(F, T7IV)—FT—IC (RAEMERET 2) TAECKIK
E—HEICHRRANAV—ZNECETY, BEICI>THZREIDIIERE TUR,
BENSIERERTAXAZ—SVRERZF U, RROLAIERCHETZE, £2<HU
VWHRER TR EMNTEFH U,

Bz, ETEEENDETITUL, BULWKIETULEZN, T7d0&EALTUV0%
EDHYYMNzAHZERERUEL |

My trip to Japan was amazing! Staying with
(Kuki Student 12) ’s family was one of
the best parts. They welcomed me warmly 9')% »
and made me feel like part of their family. | '
was able to try many new foods and even
got to go to school for a day in Japan! | got
to play the drums for a practice ceremony
as well and their lunch is very different from
ours. Students ate in the classroom. | was
confused, but it was really fun.
One of the highlights of the trip was visiting
the Tokyo Skytree with (Kuki Student
12) and his family on our family days.
Standing at the top and looking out over
the city was amazing. | was able to see
Tokyo Disneyland from the top. It gave me
a whole new perspective on how big and
busy Tokyo is.
Something that surprised me was how hot
and humid it was. The weather was
challenging, but it also made me
appreciate the air conditioning and
Oregon’s weather!
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2=ZmERE 1 3 (Kuki Student 13)

SGET, BAODAEENDSCENHFI YLD D7zDT, SEINERFE TEEELGHIER
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Until now, | haven't had much opportunity to interact with people from other countries,
so this program was a very valuable experience for me. When | actually lived with them,
| realized that my English wasn't coming out as smoothly as | wanted it to. | thought it
was wonderful that | could speak freely about what | was thinking when | spoke.

The culture is different, and | sometimes found it confusing to live here. However, | was
happy that they also liked Japanese food culture, the hot spring town, and the Tokyo
cityscape. | was also impressed by how much they liked the texture of matcha and
mochi, and how much they enjoyed the hot springs. | would like to visit Roseburg next
year. To that end, | would like to study English conversation and culture more, and
become able to enjoy communicating in English.

O—XN—=JmERE9 (Roseburg Student 9)

NIZBEZSN. TOXMLEEDICABRTISRBES VLWAELEERBVWE U, BR
DRALT7IN—DHEBEEFICEODRNUENDCENTETCARHICEND/ZTY, &
SDERPCRETOES UNWERZL., JIV—TTHRABEN T ITAET1ICES
MIBEMTELU . BHICT—AXVEBT7T A IARBRICAVUTUEEN, <TAD
HUWBARYICEIB TSR UL | COXBEFZTEL T, £2<H52WVKRTEEIL
U. BRZEZALEZFVE Uz, RAR I 7 —PTEBZITIN—TDETAER
EIZRY, RESUVVWEREZBCHEEUR, COEZINZCEIFERYICEREBES LUV
BRCTUR. VOGN IEVWERSTVWET,

I thought that this was a great way to visit
another country and get the full cultural
experience. | liked being immersed in the
everyday lives of my Japanese host family.
We were given the opportunity to learn in
their schools, how they live at home, and go
on many sightseeing activities with the
group. My favorite things to eat there were
ramen and mochi ice cream, although | got
to try so many new foods! Through this
exchange | learned skills in independence
and how to rely on myself in completely
foreign situations. | had a wonderful time
making friends with my host family and the
exchange group. It was an amazing
experience visiting this country and | look
forward to returning in the future.
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5|2 (Chaperone)
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I am so thankful for the opportunity to have joined as a chaperone for this Sister Cities
exchange. It was eye opening to learn about student and family life in Japanese culture
and to gain insights as to how educators, parents, siblings, grandparents, and other
leaders cultivate and guide their youth. It was special to observe the intriguing music
and traditional kagura dance at the Washinomiya Shrine, especially after seeing some
of the junior high school students training at school for future ceremonies. | treasured
time getting to know our host family. They were so welcoming and open to sharing their
culture, traditions, and foods. We had a wonderful time together, exploring the area by
bike, by train, on foot, and by car as well. We ventured from the bustling city of Tokyo
all the way out to the beautiful Mount Haruna where we climbed the stone staircase and
relaxed in the volcanic onsen hot spring waters. There are so many amazing memories
and friendships forged during this unforgettable exchange!




2=ZmERE T 4 (Kuki Student 14)
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| participated in last year's dispatch program and stayed with (Roseburg Student 10) .
It had been a year since we last met, so | was a little nervous at first. However, once we
actually met, my nervousness turned to joy and fun. Last year, | regretted not being able
to speak English well, but this time | had improved and was able to express my feelings
and questions. (Roseburg Student 10) and | also shared the same hobbies, so we
enjoyed playing soccer and games every day. | think we were able to deepen our
friendship through our shared hobbies, despite the differences in language and lifestyle.
We made memories that will last a lifetime. | hope to see (Roseburg Student 10)
again.

O—XN\—=27m4%#E 1 0 (Roseburg Student 10)
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Last summer, (Kuki Student 14) stayed with us, so it was really cool to stay with his
family this time in Kuki City, Japan. They were super nice and made me feel like part of
their family. We went swimming, hiking, and played soccer, which was awesome. | also
got to meet some of (Kuki Student 14) s friends and try lots of yummy food his family
made. Staying with them was amazing, and | hope we can see each other again soon—
either in Oregon or back in Japan!
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